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ABSTRACT

This article explores the rise of national tide culture and the application value of "A Thousand Miles of Rivers
and Mountains" in China-Chinc design. From the perspective of cultural inheritance and design innovation,
integrating the artistic conception of "A Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" into China-Chinc design not
only effectively inherits the aesthetic essence of traditional painting but also promotes the innovative
development of modern illustration design. Combining tradition with modernity, China-Chinc enriches artistic
expression and enhances Chinese culture's dissemination and international influence.
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1. INTRODUCTION

China-Chinc culture is becoming an important
cultural phenomenon that leads fashion trends.
With the rapid development of China's economy
and the enhancement of its comprehensive national
strength, the cultural confidence of the people is
continuously increasing, and the sense of
identification with local culture is deepening day by
day. Against this background, the prosperity of
China-Chinc culture has been promoted, and China-
Chinc illustration, as an important form of
expression, has developed rapidly. Nowadays, it
has been widely applied in commercial packaging,
cultural and creative design, and online publicity,
becoming an important element in the field of
modern design.

The "Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains"
is a masterpiece in the history of traditional Chinese
painting. It depicts the landscape of mountains and
rivers in the form of a long scroll, with exquisite
composition, gorgeous colors, and a majestic and
grand artistic conception. This work not only
represents the pinnacle of blue-and-green landscape
painting but also contains profound cultural
connotations and unique artistic value. By
presenting the culmination of Northern Song
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Dynasty landscape painting, it provides a rich
source of inspiration for later generations in art and
design.

Integrating the artistic conception of the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" into
China-Chinc illustration design can not only inherit
excellent traditional culture but also stimulate the
innovative potential of modern design. In terms of
cultural inheritance, such exploration helps to
extend the aesthetic concepts and artistic
conception of traditional painting into modern
design, allowing the younger generation to
appreciate the profoundness of traditional culture
through China-Chinc illustrations. In terms of
design innovation, the composition, coloring, and
artistic conception of the "Thousand Miles of
Rivers and Mountains" offer inspiration to
illustrators. By integrating modern techniques, they
can break through traditional design patterns and
create more artistically moving China-Chinc
illustrations works, further enhancing their
influence in the domestic and international art fields.

This  integration also infuses  China-
Chincculture with a deeper cultural significance
and showcases the unique charm of Chinese culture.
China-Chinc illustrations not only enrich people's
spiritual and cultural lives but also play an
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important role in global cultural dissemination.
Through this innovative practice, traditional
Chinese culture is revitalized and its influence on
the international stage is enhanced.

2. CONCEPT AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF CHINA-
CHINC ILLUSTRATIONS

China-Chinc illustrations is an art form that is
based on traditional Chinese cultural elements,
combined with modern design language, and
presented through a unique form of expression,
giving traditional culture a new lease on life and
appeal. It retains the profound connotations of
traditional culture while infusing it with the vitality
of modern design.

Firstly, the core of China-Chinc illustrations lies
in the prominent use of traditional Chinese cultural
elements. Classic themes such as landscapes,
flowers and birds, historical figures, as well as
traditional architecture, ancient costumes, and
mythological stories, often serve as sources of
inspiration for creation. For example, architectural
elements of the Forbidden City frequently appear in
illustrations, with delicate depictions showcasing
the typical features of upturned eaves and arches,
red walls, and yellow tiles, allowing people to

instantly feel the unique charm of traditional culture.

Meanwhile, traditional mythological stories like
Chang'e Flying to the Moon and Kuafu Chasing the
Sun are vividly portrayed through illustrations,

making these classic themes more visually
attractive and modern.
In terms of expression, China-Chinc

illustrations is characterized by its distinct diversity.
The use of brushstrokes and lines is particularly
meticulous. The freehand style often employs bold
and unrestrained brushstrokes to convey grand
artistic conceptions, while the meticulous style
highlights the beauty of figures and nature through
exquisite and delicate depictions. In terms of line
handling, smooth and concise expressions are
frequently used to outline the gracefulness and
sense of layering of traditional costumes. The use
of color tends to be bright and rich. Representative
traditional Chinese colors such as Begonia red,
stone blue, and wisteria yellow, when skillfully
combined [1], not only convey a strong cultural
atmosphere but also enhance visual impact. For
example, a mooncake packaging illustration for a
certain brand, with bright red and yellow as the
main tones and accented by subdued blue-green,
successfully creates a vibrant and festive image.
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At the same time, China-Chinc illustrations
incorporates many modern elements, demonstrating
its up-to-date characteristics. This integration is not
a simple reproduction of traditional culture, but an
innovative expression based on respect for tradition.
For example, an illustration themed on traditional
martial arts might combine martial arts figures with
a street graffiti background, or pair traditional
costumes with modern elements such as
headphones and sunglasses. Such designs not only
preserve the essence of traditional culture but also
add a sense of modernity and fun to the works,
making them more in line with the aesthetic needs
of contemporary young people and enhancing the
appeal of cultural dissemination.

In addition, China-Chinc illustrations also
undertakes the important mission of conveying
cultural values. Through artistic presentation, it not
only showcases the aesthetic tastes of traditional
culture but also communicates cultural concepts
such as harmony between humans and nature. For
example, an illustration depicting a Jiangnan water
town features elements like arched bridges, flowing
streams, black canopies boats, and traditional
dwellings. It not only reflects the unique charm of
the Jiangnan water town but also conveys a serene
and simple lifestyle. This mode of expression
allows viewers to appreciate the illustration while
also feeling the profound connotations and positive
value orientations of Chinese culture.

In summary, China-Chinc illustrations, rooted
in traditional Chinese culture, achieves the
recreation and inheritance of traditional culture
through continuous innovation in forms of
expression and flexible integration of modern
elements. It is not only an art form but also a bridge
connecting tradition and modernity, awakening a
sense of cultural identity. It demonstrates the
vitality and charm of traditional culture in the
context of the new era.

3. ANALYSIS OF THE ARTISTIC
FEATURES OF "THOUSAND
MILES OF RIVERS AND
MOUNTAINS"

As a masterpiece in the history of traditional
Chinese painting, "Thousand Miles of Rivers and
Mountains" constructs an extremely infectious
artistic conception with its distinct and unique
artistic features. These features complement each
other and jointly present the grandeur of the work.
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In terms of composition, the painting employs
the long scroll format to skillfully display a vast
natural landscape. This compositional approach is
like a slowly unfolding landscape painting, guiding
the viewer through the undulating mountains and
vast rivers and lakes. The three compositional
methods of high distance, deep distance, and level
distance are alternately used in the painting, giving
the entire picture a sense of layering and rhythm.
For example, the high distance composition shows
the magnificence of the mountains, as if they were
piercing the clouds, creating a strong visual impact;
the level distance composition, on the other hand,
depicts the breadth of the rivers and the continuity
of the mountains, creating a serene and distant
artistic conception. Each section of the scroll has a
relatively independent theme, yet they are
organically connected through elements such as
bridges and flowing water, forming a continuous
visual expression. This dynamic visual presentation
allows the viewer to feel as if they are immersed in
the scene, changing their perspective as the scroll
unfolds, demonstrating the unique sense of spatial
flow in Chinese painting. This is in stark contrast to
the Western painting's emphasis on fixed-point
perspective, which captures a single moment.

In terms of color usage, the "Thousand Miles of
Rivers and Mountains" features a dominant palette
of blue and green, highlighting its unique visual
effects. The painter employed mineral pigments
such as malachite and azurite for coloring. The
layering and transitions of colors are delicate and
natural, enriching the picture with a sense of depth
and  three-dimensionality. = The  blue-green
mountains and rocks contrast beautifully with the
blue water, while touches of golden yellow and
white add highlights and variations to the scene [2].
For instance, in depictions of sunrise or sunset, the
golden rays of light shine upon the blue-green hills,
creating a striking contrast between warm and cool
tones that evoke a majestic yet dreamlike
atmosphere. This color combination not only
enhances the visual tension of the painting but also
showcases the grandeur and vitality of the natural
landscape.

The characteristics of the brushstrokes are
equally noteworthy. The overall brushwork is
delicate and exquisite, with the textures of rocks,
leaves of trees, and ripples of water being
meticulously rendered. However, when outlining
the general contours of the mountains and rivers, a
bold and grand momentum is revealed, achieving a
balance between strength and softness. The delicate
brushstrokes endow the picture with rich textures,
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allowing viewers to sense the elegance and vitality
of the landscape. Meanwhile, the grand handling of
the overall contours enhances the monumental feel
of the painting. This attention to both detail and the
overall composition ensures that the picture is both
vivid and powerful, fully capturing the magnificent
expanse of the thousand-mile landscape.

Through its unique compositional form,
exquisite use of color, and brushstrokes that are
both delicate and bold, the "Thousand Miles of
Rivers and Mountains" constructs a profound
artistic conception. This masterpiece not only
marks a milestone in the development of Chinese
blue-and-green landscape painting but also carries
profound historical and cultural connotations,
providing invaluable inspiration for later
generations of visual art and design.

4. APPLICATION AND VISUAL
RECREATION OF THE ARTISTIC
CONCEPTION OF "THOUSAND
MILES OF RIVERS AND
MOUNTAINS"

4.1 Application of the Artistic Conception
of "Thousand Miles of Rivers and
Mountains' in Design

In China-Chinc illustrations design, illustrators
often draw on the artistic techniques of the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" to
recreate its unique artistic conception. By
integrating the charm of traditional painting into
modern illustrations, they showcase the visual
tension and artistic appeal of Chinese traditional
culture.

In terms of composition, China-Chinc
illustrations frequently employ a long scroll layout
or combine various compositional methods such as
high distance, deep distance, and level distance,
continuing the spatial representation of the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains." For
example, some tourism promotional illustrations
use the long scroll format to present multiple city
attractions in a coherent visual narrative, as if
guiding the viewer through the city and allowing
them to experience its diverse landscapes as the
picture unfolds. This design enables the audience to
feel as if they are touring within the image, echoing
the dynamic beauty of changing scenes found in the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains." In
another category of illustrations themed around
mountains and forests, high distance composition is



Innovation Humanities and Social Sciences Research, Volume 21, lIssue 5, 2025. ISSN: 2949-1282
Proceedings of The 10th International Conference on Contemporary Education, Social Sciences and Humanities
(I1CCESSH 2025)

used to depict the grandeur of towering peaks,
while level distance composition showcases the
vastness of rivers and the interwoven mountain
ranges, creating a rhythmic and serene visual
atmosphere. This approach endows the picture with
a rich sense of spatial hierarchy, offering viewers
an immersive experience as if they were standing
within the scene.

In terms of color matching, China-Chinc
illustrations draw on the "Thousand Miles of Rivers
and Mountains" for its blue-green color scheme. By
using mineral pigments such as malachite and
azurite, they create natural color transitions and
layers. In illustration creation, this color scheme is
often used to depict landscapes and gardens. For
example, in an illustration themed around an
ancient garden, malachite and azurite are used to
paint the rockeries and trees, while golden yellow
or white is added to highlight the effects of sunlight
or the decorations on pavilions and towers. This
makes the picture both gorgeous and harmonious.
This color treatment not only continues the rich and
dreamlike color characteristics of the "Thousand
Miles of Rivers and Mountains," but also gives the
illustration the visual charm of traditional painting.

When depicting the forms of mountains and
rivers, illustrators fully draw on the brushwork
characteristics of the "Thousand Miles of Rivers
and Mountains," which combines delicate
refinement with bold grandeur. They pay attention
to the textures of rocks and the ripples of water
when rendering details, using delicate brushstrokes
to show the lively quality of the landscape.
However, when outlining the overall contours, they
use bold brushstrokes to enhance the momentum of
the picture. For example, in a waterfall scene,
delicate brushstrokes can capture the dynamic
splashes of water and the details of the rocks, while
bold brushstrokes can outline the overall contours
of the waterfall and the mountains. This balance
between detail and the overall picture gives the
forms of mountains and rivers the same charm as
the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains,"
while also endowing modern illustrations with the
artistic conception of traditional painting.

By drawing on composition, color, and
brushwork, illustrators have successfully recreated
the artistic features of the "Thousand Miles of
Rivers and Mountains" in China-Chinc illustrations.
The aesthetics of traditional painting are thus
carried forward in a modern context, while also
providing endless inspiration for contemporary
illustration creation. This combination not only

306

continues the cultural value of traditional art but
also demonstrates the innovative potential of
China-Chinc illustrations.

4.2 Case Analysis: China-Chinc
illustrations that Recapture the Artistic
Conception

Among the many China-Chinc illustrations
inspired by the artistic conception of the "Thousand
Miles of Rivers and Mountains," some works stand
out for their ingenious design techniques and
distinct artistic characteristics. They successfully
recapture the unique artistic conception of this
classic painting, showcasing the unique charm of
the integration of tradition and modernity. Taking
two China-Chinc illustrations themed around the
beauty of Kunming ("Figure 1" and "Figure 2") as
examples, we can analyze how they draw on the
design techniques and visual representation of the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" to
reflect the charm of traditional culture and
contemporary aesthetics.

Figure 1 The Beauty of Kunming, the Colorful
Clouds in the South.
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Figure 2 The Beauty of Kunming, Spring All Year
Round, A Heart's Longing.

In terms of artistic conception, “Figure 1”
focuses on the combination of color and
composition. In terms of color, the illustrator
continues the color characteristic of the "Thousand
Miles of Rivers and Mountains" with a blue-green
palette. The mountains are mainly colored with
malachite and azurite, complemented by white mist
to create a dreamlike, majestic and grand visual
atmosphere. This color combination enriches the
picture with layers and harmony. It not only inherits
the aesthetic charm of traditional painting but also
shows the beautiful color effect of mountains and
rivers under light and shadow, allowing the viewer
to deeply feel the visual charm of traditional
painting.

“Figure 2” is more prominent in overall style
and form of expression. The illustrator draws on the
long scroll presentation technique of the "Thousand
Miles of Rivers and Mountains", making the viewer
feel as if they are starting a journey through the
mountains and rivers across a thousand years while
appreciating the illustration. The picture features
representative  traditional elements such as
continuous mountains, babbling brooks, and simple
pavilions and towers. These elements are
rearranged and combined to integrate with the
theme of the illustration design. Viewers familiar
with the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and
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Mountains" can also feel the strong traditional
charm in the modern work.

In terms of composition, “Figure 2” skillfully
combines various compositional methods such as
high distance, deep distance, and level distance.
The high distance composition highlights the
grandeur and majesty of the mountains, which seem
to pierce the clouds, creating a strong visual impact.
The level distance composition depicts the
continuous distant mountains and the broad rivers,
creating a serene and tranquil atmosphere. The
entire picture has a dynamic and layered
composition, successfully recapturing the dynamic
beauty of the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and
Mountains" where the scenery changes as one
moves through the painting, offering viewers an
immersive experience as if they were standing
within the scene.

Looking at the overall style of the two
illustrations, they present a style that is both simple
and elegant, yet full of modern vitality, fully
reflecting the integration of traditional and modern
aesthetics. In terms of element selection, the
illustrators focus on the combination of mountains
and rivers with traditional architecture. They use
delicate brushstrokes to depict the textures of rocks
and the ripples of water, while employing typical
elements of Chinese classical architecture such as
upturned eaves, arches, red walls, and dark tiles,
which complement the artistic conception of the
mountains and rivers, creating a unique Chinese
aesthetic.

In terms of artistic conception, the use of
brushstrokes is particularly important. The
illustrators draw on the brushwork characteristics of
the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains,"
which combines delicate refinement with bold
grandeur. In the depiction of details in mountains
and rivers, they use delicate brushstrokes to portray
the textures of rocks, the forms of water waves, and
the carved beams and painted rafters of buildings,
adding texture to the picture and making the
mountains, rivers, and architecture appear lively
and elegant. In the depiction of overall contours,
they use bold brushstrokes to express the majestic
momentum of mountains and architecture,
presenting a magnificent and grand landscape. This
balance between detail and the overall picture
ensures that the illustration has both exquisite local
details and a powerful overall presence, recapturing
the unique charm of the mountains and rivers in the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains."
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By drawing on and innovating the artistic
techniques of the "A Thousand Miles of Rivers and
Mountains" in terms of color, composition, and
brushwork, these China-Chinc illustrations not only
achieve a modern expression of traditional art but
also endow the illustrations with unique cultural
value. These works are not only functional but also
serve as excellent examples of disseminating
traditional culture and highlighting artistic
conception.

5. VISUAL RECREATION AND
INNOVATION OF THE ARTISTIC
CONCEPTION OF "THOUSAND
MILES OF RIVERS AND
MOUNTAINS" IN CHINA-CHINC
ILLUSTRATIONS

The innovation in China-Chinc illustrations
design shows multi-level expansion in both concept
and practice, injecting new vitality into the
continuation and development of traditional culture
in modern design.

Firstly, at the conceptual level, China-Chinc
illustrations actively integrate modern trendy
elements to cleverly connect tradition with
modernity, infusing the works with new vitality.
This innovation is often manifested in the flexible
application of popular cultural symbols, such as
incorporating internet memes and modern anime
characters into illustration designs to make them
more appealing to the interests of young people.
For example, a brand combines traditional deity
images with a modern anime style in its
promotional illustrations, giving them a playful and
cute demeanor, transforming the originally solemn
figures into something light-hearted and refreshing
[4]. Moreover, borrowing from fashion elements is
also a common approach. Illustrators add modern
trendy outfits to traditional character designs or
combine cyberpunk and other popular art styles
with traditional architectural elements to create a
unique visual effect that interweaves tradition and
the future. These attempts demonstrate the diverse
charm of traditional elements in the contemporary
cultural context.

Secondly, the innovative approach has been
further expanded in the application of design
techniques. Digital painting technology provides
illustrators with convenient and precise tools for
creation. Illustrators can use graphic tablets and
drawing software to simulate the wash effects of
traditional Chinese painting, while combining
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modern light and shadow processing to create
landscapes that possess both classical charm and
modern texture. The convenience of digital
technology also allows illustrators to flexibly adjust
details, significantly improving creative efficiency.
Moreover, the application of animation technology
has expanded the expressive forms of illustrations,
transforming static images into dynamic scenes,
making the pictures more vivid [5]. For example,
illustrations themed around traditional festivals can
use dynamic effects to display scenes such as
dragon and lion dancing, and firecracker setting off,
enhancing the fun and appeal of the picture. This
dynamic form of expression not only enriches the
visual experience but also provides more
possibilities for the dissemination of illustrations on
new media platforms.

From the perspective of exploring traditional
culture, the innovation of China-Chinc illustrations
is gradually expanding to a deeper level. Illustrators
are not limited to common traditional cultural
elements but also delve into niche but culturally
valuable content. For example, they may focus on
the costumes and folk activities of ancient ethnic
minorities, using illustrations to showcase the
charm of China's diverse cultures; or they may pay
attention to traditional crafts such as mortise-and-
tenon structure and embroidery stitches [6], using
visual expression to highlight the exquisite details
of these crafts and arouse public interest in
traditional culture. Meanwhile, drawing inspiration
from different historical periods and regional
cultures also provides rich material for illustration
innovation. For  example, combining the
architectural styles of different dynasties in one
illustration can create a sense of time-space
interweaving; or combining the softness of the
Jiangnan water towns with the vastness of the
northwestern deserts in creation can show the
diverse and rich cultural landscape of China.

The innovation of China-Chinc illustrations,
with its core focus on integrating modern trends,
utilizing technological means, and deeply exploring
traditional culture, has opened up a broader space
for illustration creation. It not only reflects the
inheritance and development of traditional culture
in the new era but also demonstrates the infinite
possibilities of contemporary artistic creation,
providing new examples for integrating traditional
art into modern life [7].
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6. CONCLUSION

Through the study of the visual recreation and
innovation of the artistic conception of the
"Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" in
China-Chinc  illustrations  design, significant
achievements in visual representation and cultural
dissemination can be summarized. In terms of
design techniques, illustrators have showcased the
unique charm of traditional painting in diverse
forms. By skillfully employing composition,
delicate color matching, and layered brushwork,
they have successfully recaptured the artistic spirit
of the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains."
From the perspective of cultural dissemination,
China-Chinc illustrations based on the artistic
conception of the "Thousand Miles of Rivers and
Mountains" have not only become a powerful
carrier of traditional culture but also bridged the
gap between traditional art and modern audiences.

In terms of concepts and approaches, China-
Chinc illustrations design shows a continuous trend
of expansion. Creators achieve a deep integration of
tradition and modernity by combining modern
trendy elements with advanced design technologies.
This not only enhances the aesthetic value of the
works but also broadens their target audience. Such
innovative practices enrich the artistic expression
and cultural connotations of China-Chinc
illustrations, providing new possibilities for the
inheritance and development of traditional culture
in contemporary times.

The application of the artistic conception of the
"A Thousand Miles of Rivers and Mountains" in
China-Chinc illustrations design has not only
propelled the prosperity of this art form but also
demonstrated strong artistic vitality and cultural
dissemination power. It integrates traditional
culture into modern life in a new posture, becoming
an important medium for enhancing cultural soft
power. Looking ahead, China-Chinc illustrations
will continue to innovate and better inherit and
promote excellent traditional Chinese culture, while
contributing to the enrichment of people's spiritual
and cultural lives. As a bright card showcasing the
charm of Chinese culture, China-Chinc illustrations
exhibits lasting and strong development potential.
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