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ABSTRACT 

This paper aims to compare the female consciousness exhibited by Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice and 

Jane Eyre in Jane Eyre. Both Elizabeth and Jane are prominent female characters in Victorian literature, 

possessing profound personalities, values, and understandings of female roles. By comparing their growth 

experiences, marital perspectives, and social statuses, we can gain a deeper understanding of the feminist 

positions and attitudes held by the two authors. Elizabeth, with her unique wisdom and resilience, persists in 

being true to herself and pursuing true love and equality in a patriarchal society. Meanwhile, Jane Eyre, with her 

unwavering spirit of independence, bravely challenges traditional social norms, fighting for the dignity and 

rights of women. While they face different social environments, both characters demonstrate a strong sense of 

feminism, exerting a profound influence on future generations. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

The theme of this paper is to compare the 

female consciousnesses embodied in the 

protagonists, Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and 

Prejudice and Jane Eyre in Jane Eyre.The purpose 

of this paper is to gain a deeper understanding of 

the female consciousnesses in literature, 

particularly in the context of 19th-century England, 

where social norms and gender roles were strictly 

defined. By comparing these two novels, we aim to 

provide a comprehensive analysis of how female 

characters can assert their independence, agency, 

and dignity within the confines of their society. 

Existing research on these two literary icons has 

focused on their female consciousnesses. For 

instance, Elizabeth Bennet has been praised for her 

wit, intelligence, and independence, while Jane 

Eyre has been celebrated for her unwavering 

commitment to personal dignity and freedom. Ali 

Albashir Mohammed Al-Haj in Jane Austen’s 

Pride and Prejudice (2014) pointed out that Jane 

Austen was not a social reformer but a keen social 

observer, reminding people of their own 

deficiencies. Bai Yang’s Towards a Better Vision 

of Feminism Together (2022) discussed how the 

female protagonists in Jane Eyre and The God of 

the Sexless encounter similar feminine issues 

caused by the patriarchal chain of social systems, 

laws, and ideologies. These studies have 

contributed significantly to our understanding of 

how female consciousness can manifest in literature 

and have influenced subsequent discussions on 

gender and power. 

However, despite the richness of existing 

research, there is still room for further exploration. 

While much has been written about the female 

consciousness of Elizabeth and Jane individually, a 

comparative analysis of their characters remains 

relatively unexplored. This paper aims to bridge 

this gap by providing a comparative analysis of the 

female consciousnesses of Elizabeth Bennet and 

Jane Eyre. It also aims to establish the uniqueness 

of this study by highlighting the similarities and 

differences in the female consciousnesses of 

Elizabeth and Jane.  

This paper builds upon the foundation of 

existing research by providing a comparative 

analysis of the female consciousnesses of Elizabeth 
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Bennet and Jane Eyre. Through this study, it aims 

to contribute to the ongoing discussion about 

gender, power, and resistance in literature, offering 

new insights and perspectives for scholars and 

readers alike, and to inspire future generations of 

writers and readers to continue exploring the 

themes of  female consciousnesses in literature. 

2. THE TWO AUTHORS AND THEIR 

WORKS  

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice tells a story 

of love and growth, exploring the complexities of 

female identity and agency within the social 

constraints of 19th-century England. Charlotte 

Bronte’s Jane Eyre presents a powerful narrative of 

female self-discovery and assertion, highlighting 

the importance of female agency and the quest for 

equality. 

2.1 Jane Austen and Pride and Prejudice 

Jane Austen (1775-1817) was an English 

novelist and playwright, widely regarded as one of 

the most important and influential writers of the 

Regency era. Her novels, including Sense and 

Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), 

Mansfield Park (1814), Emma (1815), and 

Persuasion (1818), are known for their commentary 

on the social and moral issues of her time, as well 

as their intricate character portrayals and insights 

into the complexities of human behavior and 

relationships. 

Pride and Prejudice is Austen’s second 

published novel, and is often regarded as her most 

popular and beloved work. The story follows the 

life of Elizabeth Bennet, an intelligent and spirited 

young woman who lives with her family in a small 

rural village. Elizabeth’s life is turned upside down 

when she meets Mr. Darcy, a wealthy and proud 

gentleman who at first seems to be the epitome of 

everything she dislikes. However, as they get to 

know each other better, Elizabeth starts to see the 

true qualities of Darcy’s character, and he too starts 

to overcome his own pride and prejudices. The 

novel explores themes of love, marriage, social 

class, and the role of women in society, all through 

the charming narrative of Elizabeth’s journey to 

find love and happiness. 

2.2 Charlotte Bronte and Jane Eyre 

Charlotte Bronte (1816-1855) was an English 

novelist and poet, best known for her novel Jane 

Eyre (1847), which is considered a classic of 

English literature. Born into a poor family, Bronte 

experienced much hardship and struggled with her 

identity and place in society.(Zhang Xinran, 2016) 

These experiences are reflected in her writing, 

which often deals with themes of social class, 

poverty, female empowerment, and the search for 

self and love. 

Jane Eyre tells the story of the eponymous 

heroine, an orphan raised by her aunt until she is 

sent to a boarding school. From there, she moves to 

Thornfield Hall, where she becomes a governess to 

Adele Varens, the adopted daughter of Mr. 

Rochester, the owner of the estate. Jane and Mr. 

Rochester develop a strong emotional bond, but 

their love is tested by secrets and 

misunderstandings. The novel is filled with intense 

emotional scenes, psychological insights, and a 

strong female protagonist who refuses to 

compromise her principles and dignity. Jane Eyre 

was an immediate success and is now considered 

one of the most important novels of the 19th 

century. It has been adapted for film, stage, and 

television numerous times, and its themes and 

characters continue to resonate with readers today. 

3. EMBODIMENT OF FEMALE 

CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE TWO 

NOVELS 

Female consciousness plays a pivotal role in the 

literary world, as it challenges traditional gender 

norms and stereotypes, allowing for a more 

comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the 

female experience. The assertion of female 

consciousness in literature not only creates more 

authentic and relatable female characters but also 

promotes gender equality and diversity in narratives. 

By exploring themes and issues unique to women, 

female-centered stories offer a crucial perspective 

that complements and often challenges male-

dominated narratives.  

3.1 Female Consciousness 

Female consciousness, at its core, is an 

embodiment of female identity, values, and 

perspectives. It is not just a set of beliefs or ideas 

but a multifaceted construct that encompasses a 

woman’s sense of self, her relationship with the 

world, and her quest for empowerment. Historically, 

female consciousness has been shaped by societal 

norms, cultural traditions, and gender roles, often 

leading to its suppression and marginalization. 
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However, with the evolution of society and the 

emergence of feminist movements, female 

consciousness has started to gain recognition and 

validation. Women are now more assertive in 

claiming their space, voicing their opinions, and 

pursuing their dreams. This shift in consciousness 

has had profound impacts on various aspects of life. 

In the realm of society, female consciousness 

has contributed to the dismantling of gender norms 

and stereotypes. Women are breaking barriers and 

challenging traditional roles, becoming leaders, 

innovators, and change-makers. They are redefining 

what it means to be a woman in a world that is 

constantly evolving. 

Culturally, female consciousness has enriched 

our understanding of diversity and inclusivity. 

Women’s voices and perspectives have added 

unique layers to the narratives of humanity, 

reflecting a more comprehensive and inclusive 

view of the world. Their art, music, literature, and 

other creative expressions have resonated with 

people across genders, sparking conversations and 

igniting empathy. 

In the realm of society, female consciousness 

has contributed to the dismantling of gender norms 

and stereotypes. Women are breaking barriers and 

challenging traditional roles, becoming leaders, 

innovators, and change-makers. They are redefining 

what it means to be a woman in a world that is 

constantly evolving. 

Culturally, female consciousness has enriched 

our understanding of diversity and inclusivity. 

Women’s voices and perspectives have added 

unique layers to the narratives of humanity, 

reflecting a more comprehensive and inclusive 

view of the world. Their art, music, literature, and 

other creative expressions have resonated with 

people across genders, sparking conversations and 

igniting empathy. 

In conclusion, female consciousness is a 

powerful force that has the potential to transform 

society, culture, and individual lives. It is a 

celebration of female identity, a quest for 

empowerment, and a contribution to a more 

inclusive and equitable world. As we move forward, 

let us cherish and nurture this consciousness, 

ensuring that it continues to flourish and thrive. 

 

 

3.2 Elizabeth’s Female Consciousness in 

Pride and Prejudice 

Elizabeth Bennet, the protagonist of Pride and 

Prejudice, demonstrates several aspects of female 

consciousness that are noteworthy. She possesses a 

strong sense of agency and the ability to make 

independent decisions, actively choosing her own 

path in life despite the social constraints of her time. 

She refuses to be defined by the expectations of 

others, particularly in terms of marriage and social 

status. 

Elizabeth exhibits a keen intellect and curiosity, 

challenging societal norms and traditional gender 

roles. She enjoys reading and discussing a wide 

range of topics, including politics and philosophy, 

which were typically considered male pursuits. Her 

intelligence and wit enable her to engage in 

meaningful conversations with men on an equal 

footing, further emphasizing her female 

consciousness. Elizabeth values personal growth 

and self-improvement, striving to overcome her 

own flaws and biases. She is willing to admit her 

mistakes and apologize when necessary, 

demonstrating a sense of self-awareness and 

emotional maturity. Her willingness to learn and 

grow is a crucial aspect of her female 

consciousness, as it enables her to continually 

evolve as an individual. Finally, Elizabeth’s female 

consciousness is reflected in her strong sense of 

independence and self-worth. She refuses to settle 

for a loveless marriage or one that sacrifice her 

personal happiness in pursuit of social status or 

wealth. 

She chooses to marry Mr. Darcy based on her 

own feelings and assessment of his character, 

prioritizing her own happiness and fulfillment. This 

decision reinforces her female consciousness and 

serves as a powerful example of female agency and 

autonomy in a society that often denied women 

such freedoms. 

In summary, Elizabeth Bennet’s female 

consciousness is evident in her strong sense of 

agency, intellectual curiosity, personal growth, and 

independence. Her character serves as a powerful 

reminder of the importance of female agency and 

autonomy in shaping one’s own destiny. 

3.3 Jane Eyre’s Female Consciousness in 

Jane Eyre 

Firstly, she strongly asserts her individuality 

and autonomy, refusing to be defined by societal 
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expectations or the limitations placed upon women 

in her time. This is demonstrated in her refusal to 

marry Mr. Rochester despite her deep love for him, 

due to his existing marriage to another woman. She 

values her own dignity and freedom above all else, 

she refused to compromise her principles for the 

sake of love or social status. 

Secondly, Jane’s female consciousness is 

reflected in her strong sense of self-worth and 

agency. She challenges the gender norms of her 

society by pursuing education and intellectual 

pursuits typically considered male domains. She 

strives to improve herself intellectually and 

emotionally, seeking to become a more complete 

and independent individual. Moreover, Jane’s 

female consciousness is also seen in her resolute 

spirit and refusal to accept second-best. She resists 

the pressure to marry for financial security or social 

advancement, preferring instead to marry Mr. 

Rochester when she believes he truly loves her and 

values her as an equal partner. This refusal to 

compromise her principles and settle for less than 

she deserves is a powerful testament to her female 

consciousness and agency. 

In summary, Jane Eyre’s female consciousness 

is manifested in her assertion of individuality and 

autonomy, her strong sense of self-worth and 

agency, and her refusal to accept second-best. Her 

character serves as a powerful reminder of the 

importance of women’s rights and freedoms in 

defining their own destiny and pursuing their own 

happiness. 

4. COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE 

TWO FEMALE CHARACTERS 

Pride and Prejudice and Jane Eyre present 

contrasting depictions of female consciousness. In 

Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet embodies 

female agency and assertiveness, challenging 

societal norms and biases through her sharp wit and 

strong will. She represents a female figure who 

values intelligence, wit, and independence. By 

contrast, Jane Eyre features Jane, a resilient woman 

who prioritizes self-worth and freedom. She rejects 

societal oppression and marital constraints, 

affirming the importance of personal growth and 

true love. While both works showcase the 

awakening and growth of female consciousness, 

Pride and Prejudice focuses on social challenges, 

while Jane Eyre emphasizes personal freedoms and 

dignity. Together, they offer profound insights into 

the evolving nature of female consciousness. 

4.1 Similarities in Female Characters  

Pride and Prejudice and Jane Eyre share 

similarities in their portrayal of female 

consciousness. Both novels feature strong, 

independent female characters who challenge 

societal norms and expectations.(Yang Yilan, 2023) 

In Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet resists 

marriage for the sake of social status, emphasizing 

the importance of love and personal value. In Jane 

Eyre, the heroine rejects the constraints of gender 

roles, asserting her right to pursue equality and 

dignity. Both narratives highlight the power of 

female agency and the importance of personal 

growth and self-realization. 

4.1.1 Similarities in Personalities 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen and Jane 

Eyre by Charlotte Brontë are two iconic novels of 

English literature, each featuring female 

protagonists who are powerful examples of female 

agency, strength, and resilience. Although these 

novels were published in different centuries and 

deal with different social contexts, Elizabeth 

Bennet and Jane Eyre share several noteworthy 

similarities in their characters that are worth 

exploring. 

Elizabeth Bennet and Jane Eyre exhibit strong 

senses of self-worth and individuality. Elizabeth 

Bennet, an intelligent and lively young woman, is 

renowned for her sharp wit and strong moral sense. 

She refuses to compromise her principles for the 

sake of social acceptance or marriage, and her 

unwavering belief in her own worth enables her to 

make informed choices about her love life. 

Similarly, Jane Eyre is a resolute and self-reliant 

heroine who maintains her dignity and sense of 

self-worth even in the face of adversity. She is not 

willing to settle for a loveless marriage or to 

compromise her principles for financial security, 

and her unwavering belief in her own worth enables 

her to forge a path of her own. 

Both characters demonstrate a keen sense of 

observation and analysis, allowing them to perceive 

the true characters of those around them with 

remarkable accuracy. Elizabeth Bennet’s sharp wit 

and keen observation skills enable her to see 

through the facades of her suitors and understand 

their true motives. Similarly, Jane Eyre’s intuitive 

nature and keen observation skills allow her to 

perceive the true nature of her employer, Mr. 

Rochester, and his secrets, enabling her to make 

informed decisions about her future. 
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Elizabeth and Jane are highly independent and 

assertive, refusing to be swayed by the opinions or 

expectations of others. Elizabeth Bennet, despite 

living in a society that heavily emphasizes marriage 

as a woman’s primary goal, refuses to compromise 

her principles and chooses a husband based on her 

own feelings and values. Similarly, Jane Eyre, 

raised in a harsh orphanage and later employed as a 

governess, maintains her dignity and sense of self-

worth, refusing to be treated as a mere servant or to 

accept a loveless marriage proposed by Mr. 

Rochester’s rich brother. 

Moreover, both female protagonists possess 

strong senses of morality and integrity. Elizabeth 

Bennet, while being aware of the social and 

financial advantages of marrying a wealthy suitor, 

refuses to sacrifice her principles and morality for 

the sake of a wealthy marriage. Similarly, Jane 

Eyre’s unwavering sense of morality and her 

refusal to compromise in the face of adversity are 

key elements of her character. She rejects Mr. 

Rochester’s initial proposal of marriage because 

she believes that their relationship lacks true 

equality and mutual respect. 

Finally, both Elizabeth Bennet and Jane Eyre 

are examples of female characters who are not 

willing to settle for less than they deserve in love or 

marriage. They both value their independence, 

intelligence, and morality above all else, and they 

refuse to compromise these values for the sake of 

convenience or financial security. Their refusal to 

settle for less than they deserve enables them to 

find true love and happiness with partners who 

respect and value them as individuals. 

In conclusion, the female protagonists of Pride 

and Prejudice and Jane Eyre share several 

noteworthy similarities in their characters, 

including strong senses of self-worth, independence, 

agency, morality, observation, and resilience. These 

traits make them powerful role models for women 

seeking to assert their independence and agency in 

their own lives, and they demonstrate that true 

happiness and fulfillment come from staying true to 

oneself and refusing to compromise one’s 

principles for the sake of social acceptance or 

financial security. 

4.1.2 Similarities in Vision of Love 

The love views of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride 

and Prejudice and Jane Eyre in Jane Eyre exhibit 

remarkable similarities, reflecting a profound 

understanding of the complexities and values of 

love. Both these female protagonists are 

characterized by their strong belief in the 

importance of mutual respect, equality, and 

authenticity in love relationships. 

Firstly, both Elizabeth and Jane believe that 

love should be based on mutual respect and 

understanding. Elizabeth Bennet, despite her initial 

misgivings towards Mr. Darcy, comes to appreciate 

his character and values after getting to know him 

better. Similarly, Jane Eyre’s love for Mr. 

Rochester is rooted in his respect for her 

intelligence and independence. Both characters 

refuse to settle for love relationships that lack 

mutual respect and understanding, as they believe 

that such relationships are doomed to fail. 

Secondly, both Elizabeth and Jane value 

equality in love relationships. Elizabeth Bennet 

challenges the social norms of her time by refusing 

to marry for money or status, instead choosing Mr. 

Darcy despite his initial pride and arrogance. Jane 

Eyre, meanwhile, rejects Mr. Rochester’s initial 

proposal of marriage because she believes that their 

relationship lacks true equality. Both characters 

refuse to accept love relationships that are unequal 

or oppressive, and they seek partners who value 

them as equals. 

Thirdly, both Elizabeth and Jane prioritize 

authenticity in love. Elizabeth Bennet is not easily 

swayed by Mr. Darcy’s initial cold demeanor or 

society’s opinions of him, and she comes to 

appreciate his true character after getting to know 

him. Similarly, Jane Eyre’s love for Mr. Rochester 

is unwavering despite his secrets and past, as she 

values his authenticity and genuineness. Both 

characters believe that love should be based on true 

feelings and connections, rather than superficial 

appearances or social expectations. 

In conclusion, the love views of Elizabeth 

Bennet and Jane Eyre share significant similarities, 

reflecting a strong belief in mutual respect, equality, 

authenticity, commitment, and personal happiness 

in love relationships. These characters provide 

powerful examples of female protagonists who 

assert their agency and values in their love lives, 

and they demonstrate that true love requires hard 

work, understanding, and mutual respect. 

4.1.3 Similarities in Female 

Consciousness 

Agency and Autonomy. Both Elizabeth Bennet 

and Jane Eyre demonstrate a strong sense of agency 

and autonomy. Elizabeth Bennet, a member of the 
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Bennet family, is an intelligent and spirited young 

woman who refuses to be defined by the societal 

norms of her time. She challenges the gender roles 

that limit women’s opportunities and choices, 

instead prioritizing her own happiness and 

fulfillment. She questions the social hierarchy, 

mocks the folly of society’s focus on wealth and 

status, and asserts her right to choose her own life 

partner. Her refusal to marry Mr. Collins, despite 

his wealth and social status, is a testament to her 

refusal to settle for less than she deserves. 

Similarly, Jane Eyre, an orphan raised by an 

aunt who does not treat her kindly, also asserts her 

agency and autonomy. She challenges the gender 

roles imposed by her society, instead prioritizing 

her personal growth and fulfillment. She rejects the 

idea of being a dependent appendage to Mr. 

Rochester, even when she loves him deeply. She 

leaves him when she discovers his secret marriage, 

asserting her right to choose her own life partner 

and refusing to settle for less than equality. Her 

decision to become a teacher, earn her own income, 

and support herself financially is another example 

of her strong sense of agency and autonomy. 

Jane Eyre, likewise, rejects the gender roles 

imposed by her society. She challenges the notion 

that women should be subservient to men, instead 

pursuing a career as a teacher and demanding 

respect and equality in her relationships. She resists 

the societal expectation that a woman’s value lies 

solely in her marriage prospects, instead prioritizing 

her personal growth and fulfillment. Her refusal to 

become Mr. Rochester’s mistress, despite her love 

for him, is a powerful example of her resistance to 

societal constraints and her assertion of her own 

dignity and worth. 

Elizabeth Bennet and Jane Eyre, through their 

actions and choices, exhibit remarkable similarities 

in their female consciousness. Both assert their 

agency and autonomy, refusing to be confined by 

societal constraints. They challenge the norms of 

their respective societies, instead prioritizing 

personal happiness and fulfillment over societal 

expectations. Their strong sense of agency and 

autonomy, coupled with their resistance to societal 

constraints, highlight the enduring power of female 

consciousness and its ability to shape individual 

choices and actions. In Pride and Prejudice, 

Elizabeth Bennet’s refusal to compromise to 

societal pressure and her assertion of her own 

agency and autonomy are key elements of her 

female consciousness. Similarly, in Jane Eyre, 

Jane’s rejection of gender roles and her pursuit of 

personal growth and fulfillment demonstrate her 

strong female consciousness. These parallels 

highlight the importance of female consciousness in 

shaping the lives of women across different eras 

and social backgrounds. 

In conclusion, the similarities in female 

consciousness exhibited by Elizabeth Bennet and 

Jane Eyre are not just coincidental but reflect the 

enduring themes of female agency, autonomy, and 

resistance to societal constraints that have been 

explored in literature for centuries. These characters, 

through their actions and choices, continue to 

inspire and motivate women to assert their own 

female consciousness and shape their lives 

according to their own principles and values. 

4.2 Differences in Female Characters 

In Pride and Prejudice, the Bennet sisters, 

particularly Elizabeth, embody a strong sense of 

female pride and agency. They prioritize wit, 

intelligence, and a sharp sense of humor to navigate 

social constraints and find fulfillment in love and 

marriage. These characters show a tendency to rely 

on marriage for social and economic advancement 

but still maintain their independence and dignity. 

4.2.1 Differences in Personalities 

The female protagonists of Pride and Prejudice 

and Jane Eyre exhibit distinct differences in their 

personalities, reflecting the unique societal 

backgrounds and literary contexts of their 

respective novels. 

In Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet is a 

remarkable female character who challenges the 

societal norms of her time. She possesses a strong 

wit, sharp intelligence, and a keen sense of humor, 

allowing her to navigate the complex social 

landscape of Georgian England with ease. 

Elizabeth’s personality is shaped by her keen 

observation of people and events, her unwavering 

belief in the importance of truth and integrity, and 

her refusal to compromise on principles. She is 

highly independent, refusing to be swayed by the 

opinions or expectations of others, particularly in 

matters of love and marriage. Her sense of pride 

and dignity is reflected in her refusal to accept Mr. 

Darcy’s initial proposal of marriage, despite his 

wealth and social status, due to his haughty and 

arrogant demeanor. Elizabeth’s strength of 

character allows her to resist societal pressures to 

marry for financial gain or social advancement, 
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instead seeking a partnership based on mutual 

respect and love. 

In contrast, the female protagonist of Jane Eyre, 

Jane herself, embodies a radically different kind of 

female agency. Jane’s journey is one of personal 

growth and self-discovery, as she navigates the 

oppressive and restrictive environment of Lowood 

Orphanage and later, Thornfield Hall. Her 

personality is shaped by her unwavering belief in 

the importance of self-worth and dignity, reflected 

in her refusal to accept a position as a mere 

companion or housekeeper to Mr. Rochester, 

despite her financial need. Jane’s female 

consciousness is rooted in her individuality, her 

refusal to compromise her principles, and her 

courage to question authority and seek equality. 

She challenges the societal norms of her time, 

refusing to accept the role of a submissive female 

and instead asserting her right to pursue her own 

happiness and fulfillment. 

The differences in the personalities of Elizabeth 

Bennet and Jane Eyre can be traced to the different 

societal backgrounds and literary contexts of their 

respective novels. Pride and Prejudice was written 

during a period of social transition in England, 

when the influence of the Enlightenment was 

beginning to challenge traditional societal norms. 

Elizabeth’s character embodies the emerging 

female agency of this period, as she challenges the 

expectations of her gender and seeks to shape her 

own destiny. In contrast, Jane Eyre was written in 

the mid-nineteenth century, during a period of 

industrialization and social reform. Jane’s character 

reflects the radical changes in female consciousness 

that were beginning to emerge during this time, as 

women sought to assert their rights and claim a 

place in society equal to men. 

In summary, the female protagonists of Pride 

and Prejudice and Jane Eyre exhibit distinct 

differences in their personalities, reflecting the 

unique societal backgrounds and literary contexts 

of their respective novels. Elizabeth Bennet 

embodies the emerging female agency of the 

Georgian period, with her strong wit, intelligence, 

and refusal to compromise on principles. In contrast, 

Jane Eyre represents the radical female 

consciousness of the mid-nineteenth century, 

asserting her right to self-worth, dignity, and 

equality. Both characters, however, demonstrate a 

strong sense of individuality and agency, 

challenging societal norms and seeking to shape 

their own destinies. 

4.2.2 Differences in Female 

Consciousness 

In the classic novels Pride and Prejudice by 

Jane Austen and Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë, the 

female protagonists, Elizabeth Bennet and Jane 

Eyre, respectively, exhibit distinct female 

consciousnesses that reflect the social and historical 

contexts of their respective times. While both 

novels deal with themes of love, marriage, and 

female agency, the female consciousnesses of these 

characters differ in significant ways. 

Elizabeth Bennet, the protagonist of Pride and 

Prejudice, lives in the Regency period, a time when 

society was stratified by class and gender roles 

were strictly defined. Despite these social 

constraints, Elizabeth exhibits a strong sense of 

agency and autonomy. She refuses to compromise 

her principles and intelligence for the sake of 

marriage, choosing instead to marry for love and 

mutual respect. Her female consciousness is shaped 

by her wit, intelligence, and unwavering belief in 

the importance of personal growth and 

development. Elizabeth’s feminism is centered on 

her refusal to accept the limitations imposed by 

society and her insistence on choosing her own path 

in life. 

On the other hand, Jane Eyre, the protagonist of 

Jane Eyre, lives in a different era, one that is 

marked by industrialization, social class divides, 

and gender inequality. Jane’s female consciousness 

is forged by her experience of poverty, orphanage, 

and abuse. She emerges as a strong, resilient 

woman who refuses to compromise her dignity, 

even in the face of social and emotional challenges. 

Jane’s feminism is rooted in her assertion of self-

worth and her refusal to accept any form of 

exploitation or oppression. 

The different female consciousnesses of 

Elizabeth Bennet and Jane Eyre can be attributed to 

the distinct social and historical contexts of their 

respective novels. Elizabeth’s feminism is shaped 

by the evolving social norms of the Regency period, 

which emphasized wit, intelligence, and female 

agency. In contrast, Jane’s feminism is forged by 

the harsh realities of industrialization and social 

class divide, which left little room for female 

agency and dignity. 

The impact of these novels on later generations 

is profound. Pride and Prejudice emphasis on 

female agency and intelligence has encouraged 

women to assert their rights and pursue education 

and careers, while Jane Eyre emphasis on self-
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dignity and the pursuit of equality has had a 

significant impact on female emancipation 

movements. The differing female consciousnesses 

of Elizabeth Bennet and Jane Eyre highlight the 

diverse experiences and challenges faced by 

women in different historical periods and 

underscore the importance of female agency and 

dignity in shaping a more equal and inclusive 

society. 

5. CONCLUSION 

This paper presents a comparative analysis of 

the female consciousness embodied by the heroines, 

Elizabeth Bennet from Pride and Prejudice and 

Jane Eyre from Jane Eyre. The objective is to 

explore and understand how these two classic 

literary works portray female independence, 

autonomy, and equality. 

The study begins with an introduction to both 

novels and their historical context, particularly with 

regards to their representations of female characters 

and their roles in society. This sets the backdrop for 

understanding the complexities of female 

consciousness in each text. 

The paper then proceeds to a comparative 

analysis of Elizabeth and Jane’s characterizations, 

growth backgrounds, and psychological 

developments. This comparative lens allows for an 

exploration of the similarities and differences in 

how these two heroines negotiate their positions 

within patriarchal societies and their pursuit of 

personal fulfillment. 

Furthermore, the paper delves into the 

manifestation of female consciousness and the 

heroines’ growth processes. It highlights how 

Elizabeth and Jane, despite their unique challenges, 

exhibit modern female traits such as independence, 

autonomy, and the quest for equality. Their 

achievements and breakthroughs in both marriage 

and career are discussed, emphasizing the 

importance of female agency and self-

determination. 

In conclusion, this comparative analysis of 

Pride and Prejudice and Jane Eyre highlights the 

significant role classic literature plays in shaping 

our understanding of female consciousness. By 

examining these two novels, we are able to gain 

valuable insights into the complexities of female 

agency, identity, and the challenges faced by 

women in pursuit of equality and fulfillment. The 

paper underscores the importance of such 

comparisons in informing contemporary discourses 

on gender, power, and social norms. 
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